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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of manufacturing an organic light-emitting dis-
play device is provided. The method includes forming a
pixel electrode, forming a hydrophobic material layer on the
pixel electrode, wherein the hydrophobic material layer
includes a hydrophobic material, forming a pixel-defining
layer by patterning the hydrophobic material layer, so as to
expose at least a portion of the pixel electrode, and removing
the hydrophobic material on the exposed portion of the pixel
electrode using surface treatment.
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ORGANIC LIGHT-EMITTING DISPLAY
DEVICE AND METHOD OF
MANUFACTURING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATION

[0001] This application is a divisional application of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 14/049,893, filed Oct. 9, 2013,
which claims the benefit of Korean Patent Application No.
10-2013-0073972 filed on Jun. 26, 2013, the entire contents
of which are herein incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND
[0002] 1. Technical Field
[0003] The present disclosure generally relates to an

organic light-emitting display device and a method of manu-
facturing the same, and more particularly, to an organic
light-emitting display device having low interfacial resis-
tance between a pixel electrode and an intermediate layer.

[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art

[0005] Among display devices, organic light-emitting dis-
play devices have been identified as next generation display
devices, due to their superior characteristics such as wide
viewing angles, excellent contrast, and short response times.
[0006] Generally, an organic light-emitting display device
includes a structure having a pixel-defining layer covering
edges of a pixel electrode and exposing a central portion of
the pixel electrode. After the pixel-defining layer has been
formed, an intermediate layer including an emission layer is
formed on the pixel electrode using methods such as inkjet
printing or nozzle printing.

[0007] When forming the intermediate layer using exist-
ing methods, an ink residue may be formed on the surfaces
of the pixel-defining layer and the pixel electrode. The ink
residue may weaken the adhesion between layers subse-
quently deposited on the pixel-defining layer and pixel
electrode. To prevent the ink residue from forming on the
surface of the pixel-defining layer, the pixel-defining layer
may include a material having a hydrophobic property,
which gives the pixel-defining layer a liquid-repellent char-
acteristic. However, the hydrophobic material may also
render the surface of the pixel electrode hydrophobic, which
may cause the interfacial resistance between the pixel elec-
trode and the intermediate layer to increase. Accordingly, the
increased resistance may lead to deterioration in the effi-
ciency of the organic light-emitting display device.

SUMMARY

[0008] The present disclosure is directed to address at least
the above problems relating to the interfacial resistance and
efficiency of organic light-emitting display devices.

[0009] According to some embodiments of the inventive
concept, a method of manufacturing an organic light-emit-
ting display device is provided. The method includes form-
ing a pixel electrode; forming a hydrophobic material layer
on the pixel electrode, wherein the hydrophobic material
layer includes a hydrophobic material; forming a pixel-
defining layer by patterning the hydrophobic material layer,
s0 as to expose at least a portion of the pixel electrode; and
removing the hydrophobic material on the exposed portion
of the pixel electrode using surface treatment.

[0010] In some embodiments, the method may further
include forming a photoresist layer on the hydrophobic
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material layer after the hydrophobic material layer has been
formed on the pixel electrode, and forming the pixel-
defining layer by patterning the photoresist layer and the
hydrophobic material layer in a single process step, so as to
expose at least the portion of the pixel electrode, wherein a
portion of the photoresist layer remains on an upper surface
of the pixel-defining layer after the patterning.

[0011] In some embodiments, the method may further
include removing the portion of the photoresist layer on the
upper surface of the pixel-defining layer after the surface
treatment.

[0012] In some embodiments, the method may further
include forming a photoresist layer on an upper surface of
the pixel-defining layer prior to the surface treatment.
[0013] In some embodiments, the method may further
include removing the photoresist layer on the upper surface
of the pixel-defining layer after the surface treatment.
[0014] In some embodiments of the method, the surface
treatment may include a plasma cleaning method.

[0015] In some embodiments of the method, the surface
treatment may include an ultra-violet (UV) irradiation
method.

[0016] According to some other embodiments of the
inventive concept, a method of manufacturing an organic
light-emitting display device is provided. The method
includes forming a pixel electrode; forming a photoresist
layer on the pixel electrode; forming a hydrophobic material
layer over the pixel electrode and the photoresist layer,
wherein the hydrophobic material layer includes a hydro-
phobic material; and patterning the hydrophobic material
layer and the photoresist layer, so as to expose at least a
portion of the pixel electrode.

[0017] In some embodiments, patterning the hydrophobic
material layer and the photoresist layer may include forming
a pixel-defining layer by patterning an opening in the
hydrophobic material layer, and removing a portion of the
photoresist layer, so as to expose at least the portion of the
pixel electrode.

[0018] In some embodiments, patterning the hydrophobic
material layer and the photoresist layer may include pattern-
ing the hydrophobic material layer and the photoresist layer
in a single process step, so as to expose at least the portion
of the pixel electrode.

[0019] According to some embodiments of the inventive
concept, an organic light-emitting display device is pro-
vided. The organic light-emitting display device includes a
pixel electrode, and a pixel-defining layer having an opening
through which at least a portion of the pixel electrode is
exposed, wherein the pixel-defining layer includes a hydro-
phobic material.

[0020] In some embodiments, an upper surface of the
pixel-defining layer and a sloped surface in the opening of
the pixel-defining layer may have different degrees of hydro-
phobicity.

[0021] In some embodiments, the upper surface of the
pixel-defining layer may have a higher degree of hydropho-
bicity than the sloped surface of the pixel-defining layer.
[0022] In some embodiments, the organic light-emitting
display device may further include a photoresist layer dis-
posed on portions of the pixel electrode in the opening of the
pixel-defining layer.

[0023] In some embodiments, the sloped surface in the
opening of the pixel-defining layer and a sloped surface of
the photoresist layer may be aligned on a common plane.
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[0024] In some embodiments, the sloped surface in the
opening of the pixel-defining layer and a sloped surface of
the photoresist layer may have different degrees of hydro-
phobicity.

[0025] In some embodiments, at least an upper surface of
the pixel-defining layer may be hydrophobic, and the
exposed portion of the pixel electrode may be non-hydro-
phobic.

[0026] In some embodiments, the upper surface and the
sloped surface of the pixel-defining layer may be hydropho-
bic, and the exposed portion of the pixel electrode and a
sloped surface of the photoresist layer may be non-hydro-
phobic.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027] FIGS. 1 through 6 illustrate cross sectional views
of an exemplary organic light-emitting display device at
different stages of fabrication according to some methods of
manufacturing the organic light-emitting display device.
[0028] FIGS. 7 through 9 illustrate cross sectional views
of another exemplary organic light-emitting display device
at different stages of fabrication according to a method of
manufacturing the organic light-emitting display device.
[0029] FIG. 10 illustrates a cross sectional view of an
organic light-emitting display device according to another
embodiment of the inventive concept.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0030] The present inventive concept will be described
more fully herein with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which exemplary embodiments are shown. The
inventive concept may be embodied in different forms and
should not be construed as being limited to the disclosed
embodiments. The embodiments are intended to disclose
and convey the scope of the inventive concept to those
skilled in the art. In the drawings, the lengths and sizes of
layers and regions may have been exaggerated for clarity.
[0031] It will be understood that when an element or layer
is referred to as being disposed “on” another element or
layer, the element or layer can be disposed directly on the
other element or layer, or disposed on the other element or
layer with one or more intervening elements or layers being
present.

[0032] FIGS. 1 through 5 illustrate cross sectional views
of an exemplary organic light-emitting display device at
different stages of fabrication according to a first method of
manufacturing the organic light-emitting display device.
[0033] Referring to FIG. 1, a pixel electrode 10 is formed
on a substrate (not shown). A hydrophobic material layer 20’
including a hydrophobic material is formed covering the
pixel electrode 10. As shown in FIGS. 1 though 5, the
hydrophobic material may include fluorine (F).

[0034] The pixel electrode 10 may include a transparent
electrode or a reflective electrode. The transparent electrode
may include a layer formed of indium tin oxide (ITO),
indium zinc oxide (IZ0O), zinc oxide (ZnO), or In,O,. The
reflective electrode may include a reflection layer formed of
silver (Ag), magnesium (Mg), aluminum (Al), platinum (Pt),
palladium (Pd), gold (Au), nickel (Ni), neodymium (Nd),
iridium (Ir), chromium (Cr), or a blend thereof. The reflec-
tive electrode may also include a layer formed of ITO, 170,
7Zn0, or In,0;.
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[0035] Referring to FIG. 1, the hydrophobic material layer
20" may correspond to a state prior to patterning (i.e. before
the hydrophobic material layer 20' is patterned to form a
pixel-defining layer 20). In some embodiments, the hydro-
phobic material layer 20' may include a layer consisting of
a hydrophobic material. In some other embodiments, the
hydrophobic material layer 20' may include a layer com-
prising a hydrophobic material in an organic insulating layer.
The organic insulating layer may include an acryl-based
polymer (such as polymethylmethacrylate (PMMA)), poly-
styrene (PS), a polymer derivative having a phenol group,
imide-based polymer, aryl ether-based polymer, amide-
based polymer, fluorine-based polymer, p-xylene-based
polymer, vinyl alcohol-based polymer, or a blend thereof.
[0036] Referring to FIG. 2, the pixel-defining layer 20 is
formed by etching an opening in the hydrophobic material
layer 20'. The pixel-defining layer 20 is formed such that at
least a portion of the pixel electrode 10 (including a central
portion of the pixel electrode 10) is exposed after the
patterning of the hydrophobic material layer 20'.

[0037] As shown in FIG. 1, fluorine (F) groups (providing
hydrophobicity) are present on a top surface of the hydro-
phobic material layer 20'. After the hydrophobic material
layer 20" has been patterned to form the pixel-defining layer
20, fluorine (F) groups are also present on the exposed
surface of the pixel electrode 10, in addition to being present
on the exposed surface of the pixel-defining layer 20, as
illustrated in FIG. 2.

[0038] Next, as shown in FIG. 3, a photoresist (PR) layer
30 is formed on a portion of the pixel-defining layer 20. The
photoresist layer 30 may be formed on an upper surface of
the pixel-defining layer 20, so as to preserve the hydropho-
bicity of the upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20
during the subsequent surface treatment described below
with reference to FIG. 4.

[0039] As shown in FIG. 4, the structure in FIG. 3
undergoes surface treatment (denoted by the downward
pointing arrows), so as to remove the fluorine (F) groups on
the exposed surface of the pixel electrode 10. The surface
treatment may include plasma cleaning methods, ultraviolet
(UV) irradiation, or other known surface treatment methods.
Referring to FIG. 4, the upper surface of the pixel-defining
layer 20 is protected by the photoresist layer 30. As a result,
the upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20 is unaffected
by the surface treatment.

[0040] After the surface treatment, the photoresist layer 30
is removed, so as to expose the upper surface of the
pixel-defining layer 20. As shown in FIG. 5, the upper
surface of the pixel-defining layer 20 (that was previously
protected by the photoresist layer 30) maintains its original
hydrophobicity, with the fluorine (F) groups remaining
intact on the upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20.
Conversely, there are no fluorine (F) groups remaining on
the exposed surface of the pixel electrode 10 after the
surface treatment.

[0041] As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the sloped surface in
the opening of the pixel-defining layer 20 is exposed and
therefore subject to the surface treatment. However, since
the sloped surface is exposed at an angle (e.g. oblique to the
direction of the plasma field), the surface treatment may be
less effective on the sloped surface compared to a horizontal
exposed surface. As a result, some fluorine (F) groups may
remain on the sloped surface of the pixel-defining layer 20
after the surface treatment. The sloped surface of the pixel-
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defining layer 20 may have weaker hydrophobicity com-
pared to the upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20 (that
was previously protected by the photoresist layer 30).
Accordingly, the upper surface and the sloped surface of the
pixel-defining layer 20 may have varying degrees of hydro-
phobicity, as illustrated in FIG. 5. Nevertheless, it is noted
that in some cases, the sloped surface of the pixel-defining
layer 20 may completely lose their hydrophobicity after the
surface treatment. For example, the loss in hydrophobicity
may be a function of the angle of the sloped surface and the
type (and conditions) of surface treatment used.

[0042] According to the inventive concept, the hydropho-
bic nature of the upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20
prevents an ink residue from forming on the upper surface
of the pixel-defining layer 20 during subsequent formation
of an intermediate layer (not shown). The intermediate layer
may be formed, for example, using an inkjet printing
method. As noted previously, the interfacial resistance
between the pixel electrode 10 and the intermediate layer
may increase if the surface of the pixel electrode 10 is
hydrophobic. However, in the above-described embodiment,
the hydrophobicity of the pixel electrode 10 is removed by
the surface treatment. Accordingly, a low interfacial resis-
tance between the pixel electrode 10 and the intermediate
layer may be achieved using the structure of FIG. 5 and the
first exemplary method described above. Accordingly, the
efficiency of the organic light-emitting display device can be
maintained.

[0043] Next, a second exemplary method of manufactur-
ing the organic light-emitting display device of FIG. 5 will
be described. Comparing the second exemplary method to
the first exemplary method, it is noted that the intermediary
structure illustrated in FIG. 2 may be omitted when the
second exemplary method is used, because the second
exemplary method involves simultaneously patterning the
hydrophobic material layer 20" and photoresist layer 30 in
the structure of FIG. 6, as described below.

[0044] Referring to FIG. 6, a photoresist layer 30 is
formed on a surface of the structure in FIG. 1. Specifically,
the photoresist layer 30 is formed on the surface of the
hydrophobic material layer 20'.

[0045] Next, the hydrophobic material layer 20" and the
photoresist layer 30 are simultaneously patterned to obtain
the structure illustrated in FIG. 3. As mentioned previously,
at least a portion of the pixel electrode 10 (including a
central portion of the pixel electrode 10) is exposed after the
patterning of the hydrophobic material layer 20'. Also,
fluorine (F) groups (providing hydrophobicity) are present
on the exposed surface of the pixel electrode 10 and the
surface of the pixel-defining layer 20. As shown in FIG. 3,
the (patterned) photoresist layer 30 may be formed covering
an upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20, so as to
preserve the hydrophobicity of the upper surface of the
pixel-defining layer 20 during the subsequent surface treat-
ment of the pixel electrode 10.

[0046] Next, as previously described with reference to
FIG. 4, the fluorine (F) groups on the exposed surface of the
pixel electrode 10 are removed by the surface treatment
which includes plasma cleaning methods, ultraviolet (UV)
irradiation, or other known surface treatment methods.
[0047] After the surface treatment, the (patterned) photo-
resist layer 30 is removed, so as to expose the upper surface
of the pixel-defining layer 20. As shown in FIG. 5, the upper
surface of the pixel-defining layer 20 (that was previously
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protected by the photoresist layer 30) maintains its original
hydrophobicity, with the fluorine (F) groups remaining
intact on the upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20.
Conversely, there are no fluorine (F) groups remaining on
the exposed surface of the pixel electrode 10 after the
surface treatment.

[0048] As mentioned previously, the hydrophobic nature
of the upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20 prevents
an ink residue from forming on the upper surface of the
pixel-defining layer 20 during subsequent formation of an
intermediate layer. If the surface of the pixel electrode 10 is
hydrophobic, the interfacial resistance between the pixel
electrode 10 and the intermediate layer may increase. How-
ever, in the embodiment of FIG. 5, the hydrophobicity of the
pixel electrode 10 is removed by the surface treatment.
Accordingly, a low interfacial resistance between the pixel
electrode 10 and the intermediate layer may be achieved
using the structure of FIG. 5 and the second exemplary
method described above. Accordingly, the efficiency of the
organic light-emitting display device can be maintained.
[0049] FIGS. 7 through 9 illustrate cross sectional views
of another exemplary organic light-emitting display device
at different stages of fabrication according to a method of
manufacturing the organic light-emitting display device.
The exemplary organic light-emitting display device
depicted in FIGS. 7-9 includes elements similar to those in
FIGS. 1-6. Like reference numerals are assigned to like
constituent elements of the aforementioned embodiments
and thus, detailed description of those elements shall be
omitted.

[0050] Referring to FIG. 7, a pixel electrode 10 is formed
on a substrate (not shown) and a photoresist layer 30 is then
formed on the pixel electrode 10. Next, a hydrophobic
material layer 20' including a hydrophobic material is
formed covering the pixel electrode 10 and the photoresist
layer 30. As shown in FIGS. 7-9, the hydrophobic material
may include fluorine (F).

[0051] Next, the hydrophobic material layer 20" is pat-
terned so as to expose at least a central portion of the pixel
electrode 10. In some embodiments, the central portion of
the pixel electrode 10 may be exposed by patterning the
hydrophobic material layer 20' to form a pixel-defining layer
20 in a first process step (FIG. 8), followed by the patterning
of the photoresist layer 30 in a second process step (F1G. 9).
As shown in FIG. 8, the photoresist layer 30 is disposed in
an opening of the pixel-defining layer 20 after the first
process step. In some other embodiments, the first and
second process steps may be combined into a single process
step (i.e. the hydrophobic material layer 20' and the photo-
resist layer 30 in FIG. 7 may be simultaneously patterned/
etched to form the structure in FIG. 9).

[0052] As shown in FIG. 9, after the central portion of the
pixel electrode 10 has been exposed, fluorine (F) groups are
present on the upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20
and the sloped surface 20a in the opening of the pixel-
defining layer 20. Accordingly, the upper surface and sloped
surface 20a of the pixel-defining layer 20 are hydrophobic.
Conversely, fluorine (F) groups are absent from the exposed
surface of the pixel electrode 10 and the sloped surface 30a
in the opening of the photoresist layer 30. Accordingly, the
exposed surface of the pixel electrode 10 and the sloped
surface 30qa of the photoresist layer 30 are non-hydrophobic.
It is noted that the sloped surfaces 20a and 30a may be
aligned on a common plane, and that the sloped surfaces 20a
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and 30¢ may have varying degrees of hydrophobicity
depending on the number of fluorine (F) groups present on
each sloped surface. Additionally, in some embodiments, the
upper surface and sloped surface 20a of the pixel-defining
layer 20 may have different degrees of hydrophobicity. For
example, the upper surface of the pixel-defining layer 20
may be more hydrophobic than the sloped surface 20a.
[0053] According to the inventive concept, the hydropho-
bic nature of the surface of the pixel-defining layer 20
prevents an ink residue from forming on the surface of the
pixel-defining layer 20 during subsequent formation of an
intermediate layer (not shown). The intermediate layer may
be formed, for example, using an inkjet printing method. As
noted previously, the interfacial resistance between the pixel
electrode 10 and the intermediate layer may increase if the
surface of the pixel electrode 10 is hydrophobic. However,
in the embodiment of FIG. 9, the exposed surface of the
pixel electrode 10 is non-hydrophobic. Accordingly, a low
interfacial resistance between the pixel electrode 10 and the
intermediate layer may be achieved using the structure of
FIG. 9 and the above-described method. Accordingly, the
efficiency of the organic light-emitting display device can be
maintained.

[0054] FIG. 10 illustrates a cross sectional view of an
organic light-emitting display device according to another
embodiment of the inventive concept. The organic light-
emitting display device of FIG. 10 includes elements similar
to those in FIGS. 1-9. Like reference numerals are assigned
to like constituent elements of the aforementioned embodi-
ments and thus, detailed description of those elements shall
be omitted.

[0055] Referring to FIG. 10, the organic light-emitting
display device includes various elements disposed on a
substrate 100. The substrate 100 may include a transparent
material, such as glass, plastic, or a transparent metallic
material. The various elements in the organic light-emitting
display device are described as follows.

[0056] As shown in FIG. 10, a buffer layer 102 is disposed
on the substrate 100. A semiconductor layer 103 is disposed
on a portion of the buffer layer 102. A gate insulating layer
104 is disposed on the buffer layer 102 and the semicon-
ductor layer 103. A gate electrode 105 is disposed on the gate
insulating layer 104 directly above the semiconductor layer
103. An interlayer insulating layer 108 is disposed on the
gate insulating layer 104 and the gate electrode 105. A
source electrode 106 and a drain electrode 107 are formed by
etching vias in the gate insulating layer 104 and interlayer
insulating layer 108 to expose portions of the semiconductor
layer 103, and filling the vias with conductive material. The
semiconductor layer 103, gate electrode 105, source elec-
trode 106, and drain electrode 107 collectively constitute a
thin film transistor (TFT). A protection layer 110 is disposed
on the interlayer insulating layer 108 and source/drain
electrodes 106/107. A planarization layer 112 is disposed on
the protection layer 110 to provide a top planar surface.
[0057] An organic light-emitting device (OLED) is dis-
posed on the planarization layer 112. The OLED includes a
pixel electrode 10, a pixel-defining layer 20, an intermediate
layer 40, and a counter electrode 50.

[0058] The pixel electrode 10 is electrically connected to
the TFT through a via etched in the planarization layer 112
and protection layer 110. As shown in FIG. 10, the pixel
electrode 10 is disposed on a portion of the planarization
layer 112 and formed by filling the via with a conductive

Jan. 5,2017

material, such that the pixel electrode 10 makes contact with
the drain electrode 107. The pixel-defining layer 20 is
disposed on the planarization layer 112 and pixel electrode
10, and includes an opening defining a pixel region of the
pixel electrode 10. The size of the opening in the pixel-
defining layer 20 may be less than the size of the pixel
electrode 10, such that edge portions of the pixel electrode
10 may be covered by the pixel-defining layer 20 (see FIG.
10). The intermediate layer 40 is disposed on the pixel
electrode 10 within the opening of the pixel-defining layer
20. The intermediate layer 40 may include an emission layer,
and may be formed, for example, using an inkjet printing
method. Lastly, the counter electrode 50 is disposed on the
pixel-defining layer 20 and intermediate layer 40, over an
area substantially covering the entire surface of the substrate
100.

[0059] In some embodiments, the intermediate layer 40
may include multiple layers. In some other embodiments,
the intermediate layer 40 may consist of a single layer. In
some further embodiments, the intermediate layer 40 may be
formed having a width corresponding to that of the pixel
electrode 10.

[0060] The organic light-emitting display device may
include the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 9. For
example, with reference to FIG. 10, the surface of the pixel
electrode 10 (that is in contact with the intermediate layer
40) may be rendered non-hydrophobic, and the surface of
the pixel-defining layer 20 may be rendered hydrophobic,
using the methods described in FIGS. 1 through 9. As
mentioned previously, the hydrophobic nature of the surface
of the pixel-defining layer 20 prevents an ink residue from
forming on the surface of the pixel-defining layer 20 during
formation of the intermediate layer 40. If the surface of the
pixel electrode 10 is hydrophobic, the interfacial resistance
between the pixel electrode 10 and the intermediate layer
may increase. However, in the embodiment of FIG. 10, the
hydrophobicity of the pixel electrode 10 may be removed by
the surface treatment methods previously described. Accord-
ingly, a low interfacial resistance between the pixel electrode
10 and the intermediate layer 40 may be achieved using the
structure of FIG. 10. Accordingly, the efficiency of the
organic light-emitting display device can be maintained.
[0061] While the inventive concept has been described
with reference to exemplary embodiments, it will be under-
stood by those of ordinary skill in the art that various
modifications may be made to the described embodiments,
without departing from the spirit and scope of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of manufacturing an organic light-emitting
display device, the method comprising:
forming a pixel electrode;
forming a photoresist layer on the pixel electrode;
forming a hydrophobic material layer over the pixel
electrode and the photoresist layer, wherein the hydro-
phobic material layer includes a hydrophobic material;
and
patterning the hydrophobic material layer and the photo-
resist layer, so as to expose at least a portion of the pixel
electrode.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein patterning the hydro-
phobic material layer and the photoresist layer comprises:
forming a pixel-defining layer by patterning an opening in
the hydrophobic material layer; and
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removing a portion of the photoresist layer, so as to

expose at least the portion of the pixel electrode.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein patterning the hydro-
phobic material layer and the photoresist layer comprises:
patterning the hydrophobic material layer and the photore-
sist layer in a single process step, so as to expose at least the
portion of the pixel electrode.

4. An organic light-emitting display device comprising:

a pixel electrode; and

a pixel-defining layer having an opening through which at

least a portion of the pixel electrode is exposed,
wherein the pixel-defining layer includes a hydropho-
bic material,

wherein an upper surface of the pixel-defining layer and

a sloped surface in the opening of the pixel-defining
layer have different degrees of hydrophobicity.

5. The display device of claim 4, wherein the upper
surface of the pixel-defining layer has a higher degree of
hydrophobicity than the sloped surface of the pixel-defining
layer.
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6. The display device of claim 4, further comprising: a
photoresist layer disposed on portions of the pixel electrode
in the opening of the pixel-defining layer.

7. The display device of claim 6, wherein the sloped
surface in the opening of the pixel-defining layer and a
sloped surface of the photoresist layer are aligned on a
common plane.

8. The display device of claim 6, wherein the sloped
surface in the opening of the pixel-defining layer and a
sloped surface of the photoresist layer have different degrees
of hydrophobicity.

9. The display device of claim 4, wherein at least an upper
surface of the pixel-defining layer is hydrophobic, and the
exposed portion of the pixel electrode is non-hydrophobic.

10. The display device of claim 6, wherein the upper
surface and the sloped surface of the pixel-defining layer are
hydrophobic, and the exposed portion of the pixel electrode
and a sloped surface of the photoresist layer are non-
hydrophobic.
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